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On behalf of the Asian Productivity Organization (APO), I extend my warmest
congratulations to the Government and people of Bangladesh on their eighth National
Productivity Day. The focus of this year’s celebration on 2 October is Productivity for Global
Competitiveness. This key initiative by the Bangladesh National Productivity Organisation
(NPO)will certainly contribute to realization of the country’s vision to become a middle-in-
come country by 2021 and a developed one by 2041.

Message

National Productivity Day in Bangladesh is also very significant for the APO. A country’s
productivity movement can succeed in transforming its economy to improve the people’s
standard of living only if it is championed by the top political leadership and supported from
the ground up by workers, businesses, and institutions. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
been at the forefront of Bangladesh’s productivity movement, helping the economy maintain
growth despite challenging cyclical and structural factors. This is an excellent illustration of
the centrality of productivity in the economy and serves as a model for other APO members
to emulate.

The Bangladesh Perspective Plan 2010-2021 development priorities include broad-based
socioeconomic growth, effective governance,and the need for globalization and regional
cooperation. It also encompasses energy security, infrastructure, and promoting innovation in
a knowledge-based society. These are aligned with the APO’s strategic roadmap and a
validation of the holistic approach to promote sustainable productivity growth in member
economies.

Celebrating Productivity Day underlines the urgency of enhancing efficiency and raising
productivity at the national level throughout the public and private sectors as well as among
citizens and is a major step toward achieving the Vision 2021 goals of Bangladesh. It is
encouraging to see the holistic way Bangladesh is undertaking Productivity Day campaigns
using mass media, including seminars, TV and radiotalk shows, rallies, and also commemorative
publications on Green Productivity and sustainable development issues. The APO applauds
these grassroots activities to establish productivity as the central theme for sustainable
development and growth in the minds of citizens and stakeholders while emphasizing the
critical role that productivity must play in helping Bangladesh achieve its target of becoming
a developed economy by 2041.

Congratulations to the NPO and Ministry of Industries of Bangladesh for organizing these
events on National Productivity Day and for reiterating their strong commitment to improving
productivity. The APO will continue to support the people of Bangladesh in becoming a more
productive, sustainable economy.

I hope that all Bangladeshis will enjoy National Productivity Day activities and carry them

over into their daily lives in the coming year.

Dr. AKP Mochtan
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